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Associate of Science in
Nursing (ASN)
●

Registered Nurse (RN)

Associate of Applied
Science (AAS)

Montana Center to
Advance Health through
Nursing

College

● Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)

Bachelor of Science
in Nursing (RN to BSN program)
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Bachelor of Science
in Nursing (BSN)
● Registered Nurse (RN)

● Registered Nurse (RN)

Graduate School
(Advanced Degrees)

Master of Nursing (MN)
Master of
Science in Nursing (MSN)

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
● Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN)
- Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS)
- Certified Nurse Midwife (CNM)
- Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA)
- Certified Nurse Practitioner (CNP)

● Clinical Nurse Leader (CNL)
● Nurse Educator

= Montana programs
= Out of state programs

Doctorate of Philosophy
in Nursing (PhD)
● Research
● Education

Associate of Applied Science (AAS)
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)

A LPN is an individual who is licensed to
function as a practical nurse in Montana.
LPNs must work under the direction of a
registered nurse, licensed medical provider,
dentist, osteopath, podiatrist, or advanced
practice registered nurse.
LPNs have a more limited scope of practice
than RNs and cannot legally perform all of
the duties of an RN. LPNs must pass the
NCLEX-PN exam to be licensed through the
Board of Nursing in order to practice in
Montana.
There are six programs in Montana that
prepare students for the LPN licensure:
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Blackfeet Community College



City College at Montana State University



Flathead Valley Community College



Great Falls College-Montana State
University



Helena College– University of Montana



Missoula College– University of Montana

Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN)
Registered Nurse (RN)
The practice of a RN is focused on the care
of individuals, families, and populations to
attain, maintain or recover optimal health
and quality of life from conception to
death. It generally takes 3 years to earn an
Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) and to
become eligible to take the licensing exam
as a RN in Montana. RNs must pass the
NCLEX-RN exam to be licensed through the
Board of Nursing in order to practice in
Montana.
There are 8 Montana programs currently
offering ASN degrees to prepare students
for licensure as a RN:


City College at Montana State
University



Flathead Valley Community College



Helena College– University of Montana



Miles Community College



Missoula College– University of
Montana



Montana State University Northern



Montana Tech of the University of
Montana



Salish Kootenai College
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RN to BSN Completion Program
Registered Nurse
RN to BSN programs build on initial nursing
preparation with course work to enhance
professional development, prepare for a
broader scope of practice, and provide a
better understanding of the cultural,
political, economic, and social issues that
affect patients and influence care delivery.
Students must already have their RN license
in order to apply for a RN to BSN
completion program.
These programs are growing in importance
since many professional practice settings,
including Magnet hospitals and academic
health centers, now require or prefer the
baccalaureate degree (BSN) for specific
nursing roles.
There are 4 RN to BSN completion programs
offered in Montana:


Montana State University Northern



Montana Tech of the University of Montana



Salish Kootenai College



University of Great Falls
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Bachelor of Science in Nursing
(BSN)
Registered Nurse (RN)
The practice of a RN is focused on the
care of individuals, families, and
populations to attain, maintain or
recover optimal health and quality of
life from conception to death.
A basic or generic baccalaureate
program in nursing is a four-year college
or university education that
incorporates a variety of liberal arts
courses with professional education and
training. It is designed for high school
graduates with no previous nursing
experience.
There are two colleges in Montana that
offer baccalaureate nursing programs:


Montana State University




Accelerated BSN Option

Carroll College
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Master of Nursing (MN)
Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)- available out of state
Clinical Nurse LeaderThe focus of the Clinical Nurse Leader
(CNL) master’s degree is to prepare graduates with advanced leadership skills to use in
the healthcare delivery system across a wide
range of settings. Functions of the CNL
include client advocacy, team manager,
information manager, outcomes manager,
systems analyst/risk anticipator, educator,
and active professional.
Montana State University (online)



Nurse EducatorTo teach nursing in Montana you must
have a master’s degree. Nursing educators
work in a variety of settings, the most
common being schools/colleges of nursing or
larger health care agencies. The Certificate
in Nursing Education program consists of four
courses to prepare students for careers in
nursing education. These courses are open
to all graduate nursing students and also to
nurses with at least a BSN who are interested
in taking such coursework for personal
enrichment or professional advancement.
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Montana State University

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
Doctorate in Philosophy in Nursing (PhD) - available out of state

The Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree
is the only doctoral degree offered in
Montana but others are available out of
state. Two areas of specialty are available
for the DNP-degree seeking student at
Montana State University:


Nurse Practitioner, Family/Individual



Nurse Practitioner, Psychiatric/Mental
Health

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programs are
research-focused whose graduates typically
teach and/or conduct research.
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) programs
focus on clinical practice or leadership roles.
Both BSN to DNP and MN to DNP course programs are available. Preference is given to
applicants with at least one year of clinical
experience.


Montana State University (online)
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About Montana APIN
The Montana Roadmap to Nursing Careers document was
created by the Montana Academic Progression in Nursing
(APIN) team through the Montana Center to Advance
Health through Nursing (MT CAHN). The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation APIN grant is a 2 year, $300,000
project to advance state strategies to create a highly
educated, diverse nursing workforce. The APIN grant
focuses on the Institute of Medicine’s research–based
recommendation to increase the percentage of nurses
with a BSN or higher degree to 80% by 2020 in order to
improve health care outcomes.
To learn more about MT CAHN and MT APIN’s efforts
across the state, please visit: mtcahn.org.

Academic program resources can be found at their
respective school websites. Program availability and
curriculum are subject to change.
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