
MT CAHN 
NURSING EDUCATION 
& PRACTICE SUMMIT 

MONDAY & TUESDAY, JUNE 5-6, 2017

Great Northern Hotel 

Helena, MT 

PRESENTED BY THE MONTANA CENTER TO 
ADVANCE HEALTH THROUGH NURSING

Encircling Inclusivity in Nursing



MT CAHN NURSING 
EDUCATION & PRACTICE SUMMIT

DAY 1 Monday, June 5, 8:30 am-5:00 pm

8:30-8:45 Introduction & Agenda Review  

8:45-9:45 Concepts in Diversity and Inclusion - Piri Ackerman-Barger, PhD, RN 

This session will define and discuss the value of diversity as well as explore how to maximize     
existing diversity. We will review current thinking about how nurses and nurse educators can    
influence health equity and a culture of health. We will also identify promising practices in               
  promoting and sustaining both health equity and workforce diversity. 

9:45-10:00 Break 

10:00-11:30 Building Community and Promoting Inclusion - Piri Ackerman-Barger, PhD, RN 

This is an interactive session that is designed to build community and to provide thought         
provoking insights into how we are similar and how we are diverse. 

11:30-12:00 Montana’s 2016 Nursing Workforce Report - Amy Watson, MS 

12:00-12:45 Lunch 

12:45-2:15 Strengthening Civility to Promote Inclusivity - Susan Luparell, PhD, RN, CNE,       
                    ANEF 

It is worth the time and effort to build teams that are "civil"  because uncivil teams (with conflict 
amongst members for any reason, e.g. generational, gender, religion, culture, etc.) are costly to 
organizations and patients as well as the individuals.  

2:15-2:30 Break 

2:30-3:30 Affirming Healthcare for Transgender Youth & Adults - Kathryn Lowe,                      
                  Pediatrician, MD, FAAP & Eric Lowe, Emergency Physician, MD, FACEP 

3:30-3:45 Evaluations 

4:00-5:00 MT CAHN Awards/Reception 

mtcahn.org



MT CAHN NURSING 
EDUCATION & PRACTICE SUMMIT

DAY 2 Tuesday, June 6, 8:15 am-3:00     pm

8:15-8:30 Introductions & Agenda Review 

8:30-9:30 Constructing a Community Collaborative to Serve Patients with 
 Complex Needs and Low Resources - Lara Shadwick, MBA 

9:30-10:30 Caring Inclusively for Patients with Dementia - Miranda Meunier, GNP-BC 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:15 The Road I Didn’t Expect to Travel: Non-traditional Students 
 Annette Kankelborg, MS (Facilitator); Katie Temple, MN, RN, CNL; 
 Billie Jo Brown, RN-BSN, BA, M.ED.; Bethanie Wharton, BS; 
 Nicole Nygren, BS; & Katie Skauge  

12:15-1:00 Lunch 

1:00-2:15 Perspectives from Men in Nursing 
 Sandra Kuntz, PhD, RN (Facilitator); Caleb Jordt, RN, BSN; 
 Paul Krogue, RN, BSN; & Joey Traywick, RN, BS      

2:15-3:00 Evaluations, Wrap Up & Takeaways 

mtcahn.org

Earn 11.75 contact hours – (6 on Day 1 and 5.75 on Day 2) by attending the 
Summit! 

Contact Hours

This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Montana
Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  



PRESENTER BIOS

DAY 1 Monday, June 5, 2017

SUSAN LUPARELL, PHD, RN, CNE, ANEF

Dr. Luparell holds a doctorate in Administration, Curriculum, and Instruction 

with a focus in Educational Leadership and Higher Education. A Fellow in 

the Academy of Nursing Education, she is a nationally recognized speaker 

on how to foster healthy learning environments for students, faculty, and 

staff within nursing education. Her scholarship focuses on the ethical 

implications of incivility, including how it affects others and how it can be 

managed in academic and clinical settings. 

PIRI ACKERMAN-BARGER, PHD, RN 

Dr. Ackerman-Barger is an assistant clinical professor at the Betty Irene 

Moore School of Nursing at the University of California in Davis, CA. She 

teaches instructional methodology in health sciences, social determinants of 

health, collaborative practice and organizational change. She also provides 

faculty development on nursing pedagogy, interprofessional education and 

education equity.  Dr. Ackerman-Barger’s academic interests relate to health 

equity and social justice.  

ERIC LOWE, EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN, MD, FACEP & 
KATHRYN LOWE, PEDIATRICIAN, MD, FAAP 
Kathryn Lowe, a pediatrician in Bozeman and her husband, Eric Lowe, 

an ER physician, have an 8-year old transgender daughter.  They are 

very knowledgeable about this topic and have given talks on affirming 

healthcare for transgender youth and adults.  

AMY WATSON, MS 

Amy holds a master’s degree in economics from Montana State University. 

She is currently employed as an economist at the Department of Labor and 

Industry, where she performs research and analysis on a number of industries. 

She also uses data from a variety of sources to produce workforce and other 

reports for the department. 



PRESENTER BIOS

DAY 2 Tuesday, June 6, 2017

LARA SHADWICK, MBA

Lara Shadwick, MBA, is a national award-winning marketing/ 

communications professional with 10 years of experience developing and 

leading corporate marketing and communications for companies in the 

healthcare and IT industries. She is the owner of the Carbonated Creative 

Group in Missoula, and provides consulting for a variety of clients. Her 

current work with Mountain Pacific Quality Health focuses on building 

community collaboratives and teams to improve the health status of 

complex needs populations. 

ANNETTE KANKELBORG, MS

Annette Kankelborg serves as the HealthCARE Montana Transformational 

Specialist at Montana Tech. For the past 18 years she has worked at 

Montana Tech in the Institute for Educational Opportunities Department, 

which is a consortium of college access programs developed to provide K- 

12 students and college students with the tools and support they need to 

achieve success in higher education.  

MIRANDA MEUNIER, GNP-BC

Miranda is a gerontological nurse practitioner at Billings Clinic who is 

interested in community health/program development to help keep seniors 

living successfully in the community versus nursing home placement, thereby 

helping to limit hospital admissions. She also dabbles in health care public 

policy and provides care to residents at St. John’s Lutheran Ministries. 

Miranda has been a key player/author in the development of the Montana 

Alzheimer’s State Plan. 

KATIE TEMPLE, MN, RN, CNL

Katie is a Patient Aligned Care Team (PACT) RN Care Manager at the 

Veterans Health Administration. She has been a nurse for 10.5 year, with all 

of her years of nursing being at the VA serving our Veterans.  She started 

as a nurse on the med/surg floor and then moved to the outpatient clinic. 

Her hobbies include doing anything outside with her family- camping, fly 

fishing, hiking, etc.  



PRESENTER BIOS

DAY 2 Tuesday, June 6, 2017

NICOLE NYGREN, BS

Nicole works for TRIO Student Support Services at the University of Montana 

and has been an academic advisor for 4 years.  She graduated from the 

University of Montana Western in 2009 with a bachelor degree in business 

administration, minor in sociology, and associate degree in early childhood 

education.  Currently, Nicole is in the master of public administration (MPA) 

program at the University of Montana.  During her four years as an advisor, 

Nicole has developed a series of upperclassmen workshops and the mentor 

program for TRIO SSS participants in addition to maintaining a caseload of 

60 advisees.

BILLIE JO BROWN, RN-BSN, BA, M.ED.

As a member of the Aaniiih and Nakoda tribes of Ft. Belknap Reservation, 

Billie has brought her background in education and nursing practice home 

with her as a Nurse Educator.  Her previous background in education 

includes Mathematics & Allied Health Instruction as well as Student 

Transition Support, and K-12 Teacher Professional Development at two of 

Montana's Tribal Colleges and Montana State University - Bozeman.  She 

has practiced as a nurse in various capacities within IHS & Tribal Health 

facilities, rural Critical Access Hospitals, and rural Ambulatory Clinics. 

BETHANIE WHARTON, BS

Bethanie graduated with a bachelor degree in Business Management and is 

a HealthCARE Montana Healthcare Programs Specialist at the University of 

Montana Western.  She has worked on both the HealthCARE Montana 

mentorship program and the Montana Western mentorship program.

KATIE SKAUGE

Katie is from Shepherd, Montana.  She will be a junior in the Elementary 

Education program at the University of Montana Western.  As a mentor, Katie 

engages students with her outgoing, positive, and friendly charisma. This will 

be her second year in the TRIO SSS mentor program creating opportunities 

for new freshman to get involved and find their place in college.



PRESENTER BIOS
DAY 2 Tuesday, June 6, 2017

PAUL KROGUE, RN, BSN

Paul Krogue currently teaches undergraduate nursing students for 

Montana State University College of Nursing where he teaches 

Pathophysiology, Acute and Chronic Illness, and an urgent and palliative 

care course.  Paul's clinical background is in critical care nursing where 

he worked at the bedside for about seven years before transitioning into 

nursing education.  Paul is in his last year of graduate school at the 

University of Arizona where he is working towards his doctorate in 

nursing practice and his acute care nurse practitioner degree.  His 

research interests have been geared towards nurse practitioner scope 

of practice and ensuring that all nurses work at the highest level of their 

clinical practice and training.   

JOEY TRAYWICK, RN, BS

Joey is an RN with a BS in Exercise Science and a performing arts 

background. He has played roles in everything from movies to commercials, 

and is the host of A Better You on Q2, a weekly segment on the Billings CBS 

affiliate that focuses on success stories and research on sustaining healthy 

lifestyles. Joey maintains a role as float nurse at Billings Clinic while he 

creates positive change by presenting at conferences and consults with 

organizations.

Registration Site: 
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/?eventid=1981558 

 

CALEB JORDT, RN, BSN 

Caleb was born and raised in Kalispell, Montana.  He attended Flathead 

Valley Community College and Montana State University.  He has 14 years 

clinical experience in neurosurgical nursing, community based mental 

health nursing, and acute inpatient psychiatric and chemical dependency 

nursing. He has spent the past 5 years as the Nursing Coordinator for 

Pathways Treatment Center, a 40 bed unit that services the acute inpatient 

psychiatric and chemical dependency patients of Kalispell, Flathead Valley 

and Greater Northwest Montana. He is proud father of three and proud to 

be married to Holly Jordt, RN.  Caleb is a runner, hunter, and wanna-be fly 

fisherman. 

https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/?eventid=1981558


THANK YOU TO 
OUR 2017 SUMMIT 
SPONSORS

SUMMIT PLANNING COMMITTEE

-Casey Blumenthal, DNP, MHSA, RN, CAE, Montana Hospital Association 
-Debera Charlton, MSN, RN, Nurse Manager, Ambulatory Care; Central, VA Montana HCS 
-Rita Cheek, RN, PhD, Emeritus Faculty at Montana State University- College of Nursing 
-Cynthia Gustafson, PhD, RN, Executive Officer for the Montana Board of Nursing 
-Sandra Kuntz, PhD, RN, Montana State University, Missoula/Kalispell Campus; Associate  

      Professor, Kalispell Campus Director 
-Kailyn Mock, MHA, Montana Office of Rural Health & Area Health Education Center 
-Mary Nielsen, MSN, RN, HealthCARE Montana Project, Nursing Curriculum Director 
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